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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1A 637 16.1 6.1 25 64.6 74.6
1B 637 17.4 5.6 25 69.6 74.6
2A 213 15.4 6.2 25 61.7 24.9
2B 209 15.4 6.9 25 61.6 24.5
3A 250 14.3 6.5 25 57 29.3
3B 246 15.9 6.9 25 63.4 28.8
4A 385 14.1 5.3 25 56.6 45.1
4B 381 14.9 5.8 25 59.6 44.6
5A 208 16.4 6.1 25 65.5 24.4
5B 208 18 5.9 25 72.2 24.4
24 5404 6.1 2.8 15 40.9 99.7
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

A good introduction that directly responds to the question set.



Sticky Note

A clear discussion of McFague's views about metaphor that justifies why we can refer to God as female but also the limitations of the metaphor.



Sticky Note

The ecofeminist benefits of McFague's position are clearly explained.







Sticky Note

Finishes with McFague's identification of the 3 main metaphors that could be used with a clear explanation.



Sticky Note

A very good paragraph detailing the specific criteria that need to be considered in using mother as a metaphor for God. 



Sticky Note

Overall, a thorough treatment of McFague with a good depth of understanding displayed of her key ideas and arguments. It meets all the criteria for Band 5 and so was awarded 25.







Sticky Note

Some candidates do include their conclusion at the start of the answer. Here the position of the candidate is clearly stated after outlining the specific issues involved.



Sticky Note

Evidence for the effectiveness of God as mother is presented with biblical references and is clearly explained.







Sticky Note

A brief counter-argument is introduced and then the candidates own conclusion is explained by reference to God as spirit.



Sticky Note

A good attempt at the evaluation of the issue but it really lacks depth and has limited perspectives for it to gain a high Band 4. This was just Band 4 16 marks.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 


4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
 


 
 


3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
 


2 
 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 


1 


1-5 marks 
 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates  


 'knowledge in isolation' 


 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by 
the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 


generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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4. (a) Examine the importance for Christians of the principle of love of neighbour. 
 
   [AO1 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 


 Jesus commanded his followers to ‘love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind’. When he 
commanded his followers to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’, he was 
echoing the Old Testament Book of Leviticus, to welcome foreigners as 
fellow citizens and to ‘love the alien as yourself’. Together, these two 
teachings are often referred to as the Greatest Commandment in 
Christianity and so highights the importance of love of neighbour, 
elevating it alongside love for God. 


 The importance of the principle can be seen in the answer that a teacher 
of the law gave in the introduction to Jesus’ parable of the Good 
Samaritan. When asked by a lawyer: ‘What must I do to inherit eternal 
life?’, Jesus replies: ‘What is written in the law’. The lawyer answers that 
the law commands people to love God and to love their neighbour as 
themselves. After the parable Jesus instructs the lawyer ‘Go and do 
likewise’. Jesus’ imperative illustrates the importance of love for 
neighbour. 


 It is obvious that for Jesus one’s ‘neighbour’ is not simply the person who 
happens to live next door, but everyone whom we happen to meet on 
life’s journey: to sinners, outcasts, the righteous, the despised, the poor, 
the rich and generally to all those in need. In the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus told his followers that they were to ‘Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you’. 


 For a Christian everyone deserves respect, and their needs and desires 
must be as highly regarded as one’s own. Love of neighbour is a Christian 
imperative. It has been important for Christianity throughout its history in 
outreach and mission work, in charities and in serving the poor. It has also 
been important for Christian ethical theories e.g. Aquinas saw Christian 
love (agape) as the greatest of virtues, Joseph Fletcher based his sytem 
of Situation Ethics on Christian love (agape). 


 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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4. (b) ‘Love of neighbour is the only moral principle a Christian needs for today.’ 
 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 
 
There are several possible routes here: (1) love for God is needed also; (2) 
love for neighbour covers all moral principles; (3) love of neighbour only 
comes from, and after, love for God; (4) there are some moral principles 
that are important and distinct in themselves (e.g. not to lie) and more to do 
with the individual. 


 


 All Christians would agree that the love of neighbour is a very important moral 
principle. It is a principle that Jesus taught and illustrated in his parables. It is 
a teaching that Jesus put into practice during his life on earth, caring for all 
regardless of situation, status or wellbeing. Jesus’ Golden Rule also sums up 
his ethical teaching: ‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to 
you; for this is the law …’ 


 It could be argued that Christians find their own fulfilment in love for 
neighbour. To be loved, they must love. To be respected, they must respect 
all people. To be forgiven, they must forgive. If they wish not to be judged, 
they must not judge others. 


 However, there are many important moral principles in Christianity such as 
care for the poor and needy, those who are oppressed and those who suffer. 
The imperative to give to those less fortunate is also important as are the Ten 
Commandments. 


 Also, some would argue your conscience or moral principles are equally 
important such as not lying which focuses more on individual character and 
integrity than upon ‘love of neigbour’. 


 Another argument that is put forward, however, is that in Jesus’ teaching, the 
love of neighbour comes second to the love of God. This argument states that 
Christians believe that the difficult task of loving their neighbour is not 
something that they can do by themselves; it can only be done when they are 
united to God in love. Thus, the true love of neighbour cannot be 
accomplished without loving God.  


 It could also be argued that all moral principles are based in the love for God 
and are expressed initially through an imperative to ‘love your neighbour’, but 
also extend to other moral principles of Christian life. Love of neighbour 
therefore is the most important moral principle in so far as it reflects the love 
for, and of, God. A development of this would be that love for neighbour 
drives other moral principles. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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Sticky Note

A brief introduction stating rather than explaining the idea of pronouns and metaphors for God.



Sticky Note

Whilst this is true it is not the point of departure for McFague's theology. This is a later incidental reason.



Sticky Note

The idea of mother allows access to a more sensitive, nurturing understanding of God's nature. This is a development of the second paragraph.







Sticky Note

Another incidental point is included which is well explained.



Sticky Note

This paragraph is irrelevant and would be better served as AO2.



Sticky Note

This conclusion touches on a decent point but it is not developed.



Sticky Note

Overall, the answer lacks the specific details and depth of understanding of McFague's proposals. There is no real discussion of metaphors and the ecofeminist link is not explored fully in relation to God as mother. A lower end satisfactory answer. Reasonable but general understanding. Band 3 12 marks







Sticky Note

The stated observation is a summary of the paragraphs that follow.



Sticky Note

The argument presented applies the idea of a loving mother beyond any biblical metaphor to a specific text. This is not incorrect because it explains how the idea of mother enhances a deeper understanding of God.



Sticky Note

Again the nurturing side of motherhood is applied to other biblical references.







Sticky Note

The basic counter argument is presented. The answer tends to 'over generalise' in discussing the metaphors of mother and father.



Sticky Note

Another line of argument concerning revelation and the nature of scripture.







Sticky Note

The conclusion is simplistic but it does correspond to what has been written. There are a number of good points and arguments made throughout this answer but it is not always expressed that well. Despite this it is just beyond a satisfactory answer. Band 4 16.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 


4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  
 


 
 


3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 
 


2 
 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


 
 


1 


1-5 marks 
 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates  


 'knowledge in isolation' 


 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by 
the question set. 


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed 
reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


4 


16-20 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 
 


3 


11-15 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have 


generally been addressed. 


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially 


addressed. 


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with 


reason and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question 


set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 
 


 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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Option A: An Introduction to Christianity 
 


MARK SCHEME 
 


To be read in conjunction with the generic band descriptors provided. 
 


Section A  
 


1. (a) Outline Sallie McFague’s responses to the view that God is male. 
   [AO1 25] 
 


Candidates could include some the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 


 


 They may begin with McFague’s argument that all language about God is 
metaphorical. Depictions of God and titles for God are simply ways in 
which we think about God and do not tell us much, if anything, about 
God’s true nature. ‘Father’ does not mean God is male. Likewise ‘Mother’ 
would not mean God is female. 


 Metaphors can become ‘idols’ for worship and to focus on God as male is 
misleading. Metaphors become outdated with time. Today we do not live 
in patriarchal society and need to embrace more matriarchal images for 
God.  


 McFague argues that the image of ‘Mother’ highlights certain 
characteristics of God (such as love for the world) and she develops a 
metaphor of the world as God’s body. She proposes three metaphors for 
God’s relationship with the world that correspond to three Christian 
doctrines, three ethical elements and three types of love: 
1. Mother: corresponding to the title, ‘Father’; the doctrine of creation; 


the ethical element of justice; and agape love (pure love), the love 
God has for the world. 


2. Lover: corresponding to the title ‘Son’; the doctrine of salvation; the 
ethical element of healing; and eros (desire), the way in which God’s 
love works in the world. 


3. Friend: corresponding to the title ‘Spirit’; the doctrine of eschatology; 
the ethical element of companionship; and philia (companionship), 
human interaction. 


 Masculine language has meant abuse of the world and dominion of 
women by men. If God is called ‘Mother’, the world is part of God's body 
or womb. McFague argues that maternal images of God ‘giving birth, 
nursing, comforting, and caring’ highlight humanity’s complete reliance on 
God. 


 God should be imagined in female, not feminine terms because feminine 
refers to qualities conventionally associated with women. McFague is 
against sentimentalisation: we cannot assume that mothers are 'naturally' 
loving, comforting or self-sacrificing because these are socially 
constructed qualities. 


 The Ecofeminist perspective may be used to illustrate the inadequacy of 
God as male. 


 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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1. (b) ‘The concept of God as mother helps Christians to understand more about 
the nature of God.’ 


 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited. 


 


 One line of argument is that Jesus constantly referred to God as ‘Abba’, 
the affectionate term that children in Palestine would use for their father. 


 In support of this reasoning, Paul writes that those who believe in Jesus 
can also now call God ‘Abba’ (Romans 8:15) and can have a personal 
relationship with God.   


 An alternative line of reasoning would be to argue that we have had two 
thousand years of Christian belief and practice; therefore, to argue that 
the past thinking about the nature of God in Christianity has not been fully 
understood is offensive. What about the great writings and theologies of 
the Church Fathers and the Reformation?  


 There are, however, several strong counter-arguments that the use of 
‘Father’ should be seen in the patriarchal context and is therefore not 
really a strong argument to use on its own.  
(1) The Bible appears to have been written by men for men.  
(2) If God is seen purely as Father this shapes our image of God which in 
turn shapes our relationship with other people.  
(3) It could follow that if men think of God only in terms of ‘fatherly’ 
characteristics, such as power and authority, they are likely to exploit 
women and to abuse the earth.  
Therefore, to redress this imbalance through matriarchal language can 
only serve to enhance and create a better understanding of the nature of 
God. 


 Indeed, Biblical evidence points to the use of female images for God, e.g. 
the personification of God’s Wisdom as a woman (Proverbs 8), or Isaiah 
describing God as a comforting mother, or Jesus comparing God to a 
woman searching for a lost coin.  


 Therefore, using McFague’s arguments and creating a more balanced 
picture does actually complete a one-sided and biased depiction of God. 


 Another argument could be that the relationship bond between God and 
Jesus seems to exclude women. 


 In contrast, ultimately it must be remembered that God has no gender.  


 If scripture is revealed then we cannot change language. 
 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


  












4. (a)	 Examine	the	importance	for	Christians	of	the	principle	of	love	of	neighbour. [25]


 (b) ‘Love of neighbour is the only moral principle a Christian needs for today.’
Evaluate this view. [25]












Sticky Note

It is NOT part of the ten commandments (although it is derived from it) and it is the Greatest Commandment and NOT the Golden Rule! Despite these inaccuracies the relationship to the decalogue is given some credit.



Sticky Note

Two very general observations.



Sticky Note

Another vague observation without any elaboration or explanation.







Sticky Note

There is no surprise that a general conclusion is reached. Overall, a weak answer, limited in scope but there is merit in the general understanding offered of the importance of 'love of neighbour'. Band 2 9 marks.



Sticky Note

The conclusion is stated with a very general reason in support.



Sticky Note

The basic argument of compassion and living peacefully is offered in support.



Sticky Note

This is only just a counter argument as it does not specifiy in support what these 'other moral principles' are.



Sticky Note

A statement made, again, without any support.







Sticky Note

The penultimate statement is repeated again using very much the same language. Overall, a weak, unsupported argument although there is some attempt to argue albeit with threadbare material! Band 2 8 marks.
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1. (a) Outline Sallie McFague’s responses to the view that God is male. [25]


(b) ‘The concept of God as mother helps Christians to understand more about the nature of
God.’
Evaluate this view. [25]
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